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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . [3 This communication is responsive to Interview Summary. 7/29/04 . 

2. 03 The allowed claim(s) is/are 11-16 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 25 January 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. [3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper NoVMail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
L312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Sheth on 7/29/04. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 
Claims 1-10: cancelled. 

Claim 1 1, line 1 : "of the" was deleted and replaced by -for an-. 

Claim 11, line 6: "the" was deleted before "upper" and replaced by -an-. 

Claim 11, line 7: "at" was deleted after "mounted" and replaced by -on-. 

Claim 11, line 9: -pressure by means of- was inserted after "applying" and "pressure" 

was deleted after "fluid". 

Claim 11, line 11: -of the disk-- was inserted after "portion". 

Claim 11, line 12: "a" was deleted before "thin" and -the- was inserted. 

Claim 12, line 2: "including" was deleted and replaced by -further comprises-. 

Claim 12, line 4: "a" was deleted before "thin" and -the- was inserted. 

Claim 12, line 5: "adjacent to a lower portion of was deleted and replaced by -below-. 

Claim 12, line 6: "a" was deleted before "thin" and -the- was inserted. 

Claim 12, line 8: "diameter" was deleted and replaced by -radial-. 

Claim 13, line 2: "diameter" was deleted and replaced by -radial-. 
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Claim 13, line 2: "a" was deleted before "thin" and -the- was inserted. 

Claim 14, line 1 : "a" was deleted before "fluid" and replaced by -the--. 
3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With respect to claim 1 1, the prior art fails to teach or suggest a bonding apparatus for an 
optical disk comprising a pressure supplying means for applying pressure by means of a fluid to 
a first substrate and a thin film mounted on the first substrate with an adhesive agent 
therebetween according to a lapse of time from the central portion of the disk to its 
circumference to allow bonding between the substrate and film to proceed in a spiral. 

US 6254716 to Russell et al. teaches a bonding apparatus for an optical disk comprising a 
processing chamber 22 into which upper and lower disks 28, 32 are loaded followed by partial 
evacuation of the chamber (Figure 1; column 4, lines 58-68). A nozzle applies liquid adhesive to 
the lower disk and then upper disk support 24 releases its vacuum thereby dropping the upper 
disk onto the lower disk (column 5, lines 10-15 and 40-60). Finally, the assembled disks are 
spun to provide a uniform layer of adhesive between the disks before curing the same (column 6, 
lines 30-36 and 53-65). 

While the skilled artisan would have appreciated that the spinning step of Russell would 
be capable of allowing bonding of the upper and lower disks to proceed in a spiral, the reference 
fails to teach or suggest a pressure supplying means for applying pressure by means of a fluid to 
the upper and lower disks with the adhesive therebetween according to a lapse of time from the 
central portion of the disk to its circumference while bonding proceeds in this spiral. 

JP 8106655 (provided in EDS) teaches a bonding apparatus for an optical disk comprising 
a pressure supplying means for applying pressure by means of a fluid (air forces elastic body 2 
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into contact with disks) to an upper disk la and a lower disk lb with liquid adhesive 
therebetween according to a lapse of time from a central portion of the disk to its circumference 
(abstract). 

However, the reference fails to teach or suggest this pressure supplying means allowing 
for bonding between the disks to proceed in a spiral. Furthermore, the skilled artisan would have 
appreciated that spinning of the disks would need to take place in order for bonding to proceed in 
a spiral wherein the skilled artisan would have appreciated that the pressure supplying means of 
JP '655 is not capable of applying pressure to the disks while they are spinning. 
4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica L. Rossi whose telephone number is 571-272-1223. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:30) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine R. Copenheaver can be reached on 571-272-1 156. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jessica L. Rossi [\l0 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 1733 
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